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the state’s total emissions:
it accounted for 41.1% of
the state’s total green-
house gas emissions, aec-
cording to the California
Air Resources Board.
. California lawmakers
and the Air Resources
Board have been devis-
ing incentives to per-
suade more people and
businesses to buy electrie
cars and other zero-emis-
sion vehicles. Frito-Lay
last week, for instance,
unveiled a fleet of electric
semitrucks that it bought
in part with state grants.
Lawmakers weighed a
bill this session to expand
the rebate for buying an

electric car to $7,500; that’

bill has been made into a
twio-vear bill,

The state has seen a rise
in electric car ownership,
with electric vehicle use
up 37% in 2017, but Adam
Fowler of Beacon Econom-
ics said more bold action
is needed to reduce trans-
portation-based green-
house gas reduction.

“The time for timidity is
passed, especlally around
transportation,” Fowler
said

Omne proposal few would
call timid is to remove
gas-powered vehicles from
the road. Assemblyman
Phil Ting, D-San Fran-
ciseo, in 2017 proposed a
bill that would end sales
of new gas-powered cars

by 2040. It didn't pass,
but Democratic presiden-
tial candidates are now
including the proposal as
part of their platforms.

The report also raised
concern about the emis-
sions produced by Cali-
fornia's wildfires. In 2018,
wildfires put so much
greenhouse gas into the
atmosphere that they ex-
ceeded, nine times over,
the amount of emissions
reduced in 2017.

Wildfires in 2018
burned more than 1.8 mil-
lion acres of land and ac-
counted for more emis-
sions in California than
did the state’s commer-
cial, residential and ag-
ricultural sectors in 2017.

Wildfires pumped 45.5
million metric tons of car-
bon into the atmosphere
in 2018, a 24% increase
from the vear before.

“What we're learning is
that climate successes can
be fragile — and one dev-
astating fire can eclipse
hard-won emissions re-
ductions gains,” Perry said
in the report.

The report also nuted
that devastating wild-
fires are becoming more
frequent, with 10 of the
state’s most destructive
fires all occurring since

2010, and 19 of the worst .

fires having oceurred
within the past 30 years.
Both Perry and Fowler

+said California can still

reach the goal it put into
law,

“Even though this is a
sobering report in terms

of the goals in front of us,
very big goals, I remain
optimistic,” Perry said.
“California historically
has been very successful
in being a worldwide in-
novator when it comes to
climate change policy. We
need these ambitious pol-
icies to drive transforma-
tive change.”

California has under-
taken several measures
to reduce emissions and
cut the state’s carbon foot-
primnt.

In 2018, Brown signed
a bill into law requiring
that all retail electricity |
be carbon-free by 2045,
The state also has had a
cap-and-trade program
since 2013, .

Critics of those efforts
say that they drive up the
cost of electricity to con-
sumers and that busi-
nesses forced to buy pol-
lution credits through the
cap-and-trade program
pass new fees on to Cal-
ifornians. A report com-

. piled by the 1U.8. Cham-

ber of Commerce this vear
showed that Californians
pay higher rates for elec-
tricity than remdl:nts of 43
other states.

Fowler said still more
action is needed to achieve
the state’s e:mrﬁhmanml
goals:::

“We're at an mﬂectmn
point, and transforma-
tive rshange from the pol-
icy realm that opens up
markets and spurs innova-
tion is something we need
from a number of sectors
in our economy,” he said,
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