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Hayward City Hall – Conference Room 2A
777 B Street, Hayward, CA  94541-5007

November 14, 2016
4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

MEETING MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting called to order at 4:30 p.m. by Chair Al Mendall.

ROLL CALL:

Members
· Al Mendall, City Council Member/CSC Chair
· Elisa Márquez, City Council Member
· Francisco Zermeño, City Council Member 

Staff:
· Alex Ameri, Director of Utilities & Environmental Services
· David Rizk, Director of Developmental Services
· Jan Lee, Water Resources Manager
· Steve Osborne, Acting Building Official 
· Erik Pearson, Environmental Services Manager
· Mary Thomas, Management Analyst
· Jennifer Yee, Sustainability Technician
· Gillian Corral, CivicSpark AmeriCorps Fellow
· Christopher Sturken, CivicSpark AmeriCorps Fellow
· Carol Lee, Administrative Secretary (Recorder)

Others:
· Jillian Buckholz, Director of Sustainability, California State University East Bay (CSUEB)
· Steven Dunbar, Hayward Resident 
· Shova Ale Magar, Waste Management of Alameda County (WMAC)
· Erika Solis, WMAC 
· Vanessa Barberis, WMAC 

PUBLIC COMMENTS

None

1. Approval of Minutes of Council Sustainability Meeting on September 12, 2016.

The Committee approved the minutes of the Council Sustainability Committee meeting of September 12, 2016.  
2. Update on 2016 CalGreen and 2016 Energy Code

Steven Osborne, Acting Building Official, presented on the City’s 2016 Building Codes, which will be in effect on January 1, 2017. Mr. Osborne pointed out an error to the staff report, which stated that buildings, statewide, produced approximately 40% of carbon emissions. He noted that building emissions produce about 10% of the total carbon emissions in California.  

Discussion ensued among Committee members and City staff regarding the presented cost savings for the state’s energy efficiency standards for new buildings and appliances, rebates for tank-less water heaters, the cost difference between on-demand water heaters and conventional water heater, and the ability to recycle old water heaters. 

Chair Mendall requested that staff work on a list for developers with options to go above code on energy efficiency, noting that this will be helpful for those who seek exceptions.

Steven Dunbar, member of the public, asked staff to consider more stringent green and energy efficiency codes for nonresidential and multi-family residential buildings. He stated that renters have little control over the energy efficiency of the buildings in which they reside. 

3. Construction & Demolition Debris Recycling Requirements

Utilities & Environmental Services Director Ameri introduced the report, noting that the City was a pioneer in requiring Construction & Demolition debris (C&D) recycling, and introduced Sustainability Technician Jennifer Yee, who presented an overview of proposed changes to the City’s C&D Recycling Ordinance.

Ms. Yee discussed the proposed updates to the ordinance to meet or supersede the California Green Building Standards Code (CALGreen) as it pertains to debris recycling. She presented options for the City’s threshold to determine which projects must comply with the ordinance and proposed options for the required recycling rate of C&D debris. Staff also recommended updating the ordinance to require that all the mixed C&D debris be taken to a third-party verified recycling facility. 

Council Member Márquez inquired as to how WMAC determines their C&D debris recycling rates, and how does staff ensure that contractors comply. Director Ameri stated that the rates charged to customers were negotiated as part of the Franchise Agreement. He further explained that staff has a system in place to keep a record and train contractors on C&D recycling requirements. 

Chair Mendall noted that he would only be in favor of the third-party verified recycling facility requirement if the companies had the ability to be inspected, certified and approved for use. Ms. Yee explained that provisions would be included to allow additional companies to be certified as a third-party recycling facility. 

It was moved by Council Member Márquez, seconded by Council Member Zermeño, and carried unanimously, to bring the proposed updates to the C&D debris recycling ordinance to City Council. 

The Committee was in favor of both actions recommended by staff. 

4. Overview of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act

Utilities & Environmental Services Director Ameri provided an overview of Hayward’s groundwater history and recent events pertaining to groundwater management.  He introduced Jan Lee, Water Resources Manager, who presented an overview of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) and its applicability to Hayward. 

Discussion ensued among Committee members and City staff regarding the portion of the Niles Cone Basin and the East Bay Plain Basin that the City overlies, the location and use of the City’s five emergency wells, potential uses for groundwater, recharge opportunities, Hayward’s inability to apply to be a Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for the portion of the Niles Cone Basin underlying the City, and Hayward’s cooperative discussions with East Bay Municipal Utilities District (EBMUD) on groundwater management of the East Bay Plain Basin.

Chair Mendall expressed his concerns over the fact that Alameda County Water District (ACWD) was written into SGMA as the exclusive local agency to manage ground water for the Niles Cone Basin. He strongly expressed the importance that Hayward be identified as a GSA for the East Bay Plain Basin with full decision-making abilities. 

There was agreement to continue to work with EBMUD in exploring options to collaborating on a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) to streamline efforts and maximize cost savings. 

Staff will prepare a formal recommendation for the Committee’s consideration for the meeting on January 9, 2017.


5. California Youth Energy Services (CYES)– 2016 Results

Director Ameri announced the report and introduced Sustainability Technician Jennifer Yee, who highlighted the results and benefits of the City’s participation in CYES.

The Committee expressed appreciation for the program. Council Member Márquez expressed her desire to have Rising Sun speak at the Youth Commission, and suggested that staff advocate the Youth Commission as a source of recruits for next year. Staff affirmed the suggestion. 

Chair Mendall suggested that East Bay Community Energy would be a strategic partner in the future for this program. 

6. City Efforts Related to Upcoming Mountain Tunnel Shutdowns 

Utilities & Environmental Services Director Ameri provided an overview of the report and introduced Water Resources Manager Jan Lee, who presented the report.

Discussion ensued among Committee members and City staff regarding water quality during the planned shutdowns, the source of the water that Hayward water customers will receive, impacts on customers, potential variations to operating pressure in the water system, estimated costs, and potential mitigation.

Chair Mendall urged staff to scrutinize all potential issues that may arise from the upcoming Mountain Tunnel Shutdowns and see to it that issues with potential negative impact on the City are mitigated appropriately. 

7.  Sustainability City Year Program 
Staff stated that the item was an informational report. 
Jillian Buckholz, Director of Sustainability, CSUEB, encouraged Committee members and City staff to view a two-minute video prepared by Pioneers for Sustainable Communities, CSUEB’s Sustainable City Year Program. She noted that additional information can be found on the SustainEB webpage.  
Council Member Zermeño requested that City staff work with staff at Chabot College to implement a similar program.
Council Member Márquez commended staff and CSUEB faculty for their collaboration in this program. She also requested that the Committee be able to provide input for potential future project ideas. She noted that illegal dumping is a problem in the City and if the City and students could tackle the issue, the impacts would greatly improve the City. 
Ms. Buckholz invited staff and the Committee Members to come visit classes at CSUEB to engage the students and promote Sustainability. Chair Mendall expressed interest in this opportunity. Ms. Buckholz further explained that each class will be preparing a final report on their project, and a couple of students could present their reports to the Committee as requested by Chair Mendall. 

8.   Administrative Rule 3.9 – Environmentally Preferred Purchasing Policy

Director Ameri stated that the item was an informational report. 

Council Member Márquez noted that Administrative Rule 3.9 requires updated verbiage on page four, in the last paragraph. She commented that the composition of the Council Sustainability Committee has since changed. 

[Note: The edits will be incorporated in the next update of Administrative Rule 3.9].

Jillian Buckholz, Director of Sustainability, CSUEB, mentioned that the University is putting forth purchasing policies designed to lower greenhouse gases, and offered suggestions for the City to consider. 

9.  2016 SunShares Program

Mary Thomas, Management Analyst, noted that the item was an informational report, and that staff was available to answer any questions. 

The Committee asked staff to evaluate the use of staff time for this program if it continues in 2017.  

10.  2017 Agenda Topics 

Council Member Márquez requested that staff look into and apply for a grant that the East Bay Regional Park District has received from the U.S. Department of Transportation to complete its East Bay Bicycle and Pedestrian Network. 

Chair Mendall suggested that staff provide an update to Ms. Márquez’s request in March when reporting on the Bicycle Master Plan. 

[Note: Staff will follow up and report back to the Committee in March].

COMMITTEE MEMBER/STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REFERRALS: 

Utilities & Environmental Services Director Ameri reported that Proposition 67 passed and Proposition 65 did not, which was in line with what the Committee recommended. Director Ameri also announced that the City made the list of the EPA’s Green Power Partnership Top 30 On-site Generation, noting that a lot of that success was due to the efforts at the Water Pollution Control Facility. He also shared that the WPCF Manager and WPCF Operations & Maintenance Manager recently resigned to work for other agencies with higher compensation. 

Lastly, Director Ameri expressed his appreciation for City Manager, Kelly McAdoo and her efforts in reviewing and commenting on each report prepared for the Committee, as she did previously in her role as Assistant City Manager, noting that her hard work is greatly appreciated. 


ADJOURNMENT:  6:36 p.m.
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