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To the Honorable Members of the Hayward Housing Policy & Resource Committee:
 
I grew up in Hayward and spent much of my adulthood there as well, living in various parts
of the city much of my life with my entire core family.  I’ve also spent many years since law
school working to mitigate the societal damage of the tobacco industry.  In more recent
years I’ve been working in Alameda and other Bay Area counties to make the quality of life
healthier for our neighbors.
 
I am writing to express my unequivocal support for the proposed Smoke-Free Multi-Unit
Housing (SFMUH) ordinance under consideration on September 18, 2025. This policy is
not only overdue—it is essential. Hayward residents deserve the basic human right to
breathe clean air in their own homes, free from the toxic intrusion of secondhand smoke,
whether from tobacco or marijuana.
 
The science is irrefutable: secondhand smoke is a deadly pollutant. It seeps through walls,
ventilation systems, and shared spaces, placing children, seniors, and individuals with
chronic health conditions at constant risk. In multi-unit housing, one resident’s smoking
habit becomes every neighbor’s health hazard. Hayward’s current lack of protections is a
glaring public health failure—and this ordinance is the remedy.
 
We urge the Committee to adopt a comprehensive policy that includes:

100% smoke-free coverage of all types of smoke—tobacco and marijuana alike
Protections for individual units, patios, balconies, and all indoor/outdoor common
areas
Applicability to both rental and owned properties, including apartments, condos, and
townhomes

 
This is not a matter of personal preference—it is a matter of public safety, equity, and
environmental justice. Residents in multi-unit housing, often those with the fewest housing
options, should not be forced to choose between shelter and respiratory health.  The onus
should never be on the victims of passive smoke to relocate.  They may be
wheelchair bound, young children, seniors and/or immune-compromised.  They’re
entitled to fresh air, especially when smokeless options for both tobacco and
cannabis abound, if neighbors must consume it.
 
We call on Mayor Salinas, Councilmember Syrop, and Councilmember Goldstein to lead
with courage and clarity. Pass this ordinance without delay, without dilution, and without
compromise. Hayward must join the growing number of California cities that recognize
smoke-free housing as a cornerstone of community wellness.
 
Thank you for your leadership and for standing up for the health and dignity of our Hayward
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neighbors.
 
Sincerely,

 



From: Liz Williams
To: Housing; List-Mayor-Council
Subject: Agenda Item Number WS 25-034
Date: Wednesday, September 17, 2025 10:23:53 AM
Attachments: Letter to Hayward CA_MUH_09.17.25.pdf

CAUTION:This is an external email. Do not click on links or open attachments unless
you know the content is safe.

Dear Mayor Mark Salinas and members of the Housing Policy & Resource Committee,
 
Americans for Nonsmokers’ Rights would like to submit the attached letter of support
regarding Agenda Item Number WS 25-034 on Prohibiting Smoking in Multi-Family Attached
Housing.
 
Sincerely,
 
Liz Williams (she/her)
Project & Policy Manager
Americans for Nonsmokers' Rights | nonsmokersrights.org  
American Nonsmokers' Rights Foundation | no-smoke.org 
2530 San Pablo Ave, Suite J | Berkeley, CA 94702
510-841-3032 x314 (office) 

Due to the impact of federal budget cuts and program reduction, our offices are closed on
Fridays. We will reply during our regular business hours Monday – Thursday.
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September 17, 2025 
 
 


Mayor Mark Salinas 
Housing Policy & Resource Committee 
Hayward City Hall 
777 B Street 
Hayward, CA 94541 
 
 


Re: Agenda Item Number WS 25-034 on Prohibiting Smoking in Multi-Family Attached Housing 
 
 


Dear Mayor Salinas and members of the Housing Policy & Resource Committee, 
 
Americans for Nonsmokers’ Rights is writing to express our support for a 100% smokefree multi-unit 
housing ordinance to protect the health and safety of Hayward residents. Taking action on this 
important public health issue will help ensure everyone’s right to a smokefree living 
environment.  


Hayward has the opportunity to be a public health leader by protecting your residents from the harmful 
effects of secondhand tobacco and marijuana smoke by prohibiting smoking in all multi-unit residences, 
including apartments and condominiums. Smokefree multi-unit housing is a powerful way to have a 
broad, positive community impact by reducing secondhand exposure where people spend much of their 
time—especially children, elderly people, and people with disabilities—and can suffer from persistent 
levels of exposure.  


An effective ordinance includes a definition of smoking that is inclusive of cannabis and the use of 
vaping products, which is very important given that exposure to all types of secondhand smoke, and 
aerosol from vaping products, poses health risks to residents. Likewise, a comprehensive definition of 
smoking facilitates compliance because it is easier to understand, communicate, implement, and 
enforce a policy when all types of smoking and vaping are treated equally. 


In particular, 2025 survey results show that Hayward residents who live in multi-unit housing and 
experience drifting secondhand smoke, 55% are exposed to secondhand tobacco smoke and 59% are 
exposed to secondhand marijuana/cannabis smoke. This data confirms that Hayward should treat the 
smoking and vaping of tobacco and cannabis equally, given that your multi-unit residents are suffering 
from both types of exposure in their homes. 


Likewise, an effective ordinance should regulate smoking in both rental and owner-occupied properties, 
because drifting secondhand smoke does not discriminate based on whether residents rent or own their 
unit. Everyone living in multi-unit residences, regardless of their financial situation and ownership 
status, deserves to breathe smokefree air at home. 


Hayward would be in good company by joining more than 100 California cities and counties that 
have enacted laws restricting smoking in multi-unit housing. We hope Hayward will join your neighbors 
Berkeley, Emeryville, Albany, Alameda, and unincorporated Alameda County, in following the best 
practice language of requiring all multi-unit properties with 2 or more units to be 100% smokefree 
indoors—both rental units and condominium/owner-occupied units—including vaping and cannabis. 
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Action needs to be taken on this issue because secondhand smoke does not stay in the unit of a person 
who smokes. Secondhand smoke can drift through multi-unit buildings and enter common areas 
and units occupied by non-smokers, where it becomes a nuisance and health risk to other residents. 
Research shows that up to 65% of the air in an apartment unit can come from other units in the building, 
and that secondhand smoke drifts under doors, through windows, hallways, and ventilation ducts, and 
through gaps around outlets, pipes, fixtures, and walls. 


The 2024 U.S. Surgeon General's Report found that “tobacco-related health disparities are a social 
injustice, in addition to an economic and health burden” and that inequitable smokefree protections 
for people living in multi-unit housing contribute to disparities in exposure to secondhand tobacco 
smoke. The report also found that exposure to secondhand tobacco smoke remains disproportionately 
high among children, African Americans, families in lower income groups, and adults without college 
diplomas, and concluded that smokefree policies for multi-unit housing would reduce disparities 
in smokefree protections and reduce exposure to secondhand tobacco smoke. 


The U.S. Surgeon General has long confirmed that there is no risk-free level of exposure to 
secondhand smoke, and that exposure can have both short and long term health risks, especially for 
people with health conditions like asthma and other respiratory conditions, heart disease, and cancer. 
Studies show high rates of exposure to secondhand smoke in low-income multi-unit housing, and 
lower-income individuals are also more likely to have health conditions that are exacerbated by 
secondhand smoke. 


Taking action to adopt a local ordinance for smokefree multi-unit buildings creates a healthier living 
environment for all residents, including people who smoke and their families. It’s important to note that a 
smokefree building does not mean that people who smoke have to quit and it does not require people 
who smoke to move out. People simply need to go outdoors to appropriate areas to do so. 
 
All multi-unit residents in Hayward deserve a stable and healthy living environment, including 
the right to breathe smokefree air at home. 
 
Thank you for your leadership and desire to make Hayward the best place to live, work, and visit. 
Please feel free to contact me at 510-841-3045 if you have questions, comments, or feedback. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Cynthia Hallett, MPH 
President and CEO 


 
 


Americans for Nonsmokers’ Rights is a national, member-based, not-for-profit organization based in Berkeley, CA 
that is dedicated to helping nonsmokers breathe smokefree air since 1976. 
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September 17, 2025 
 
 

Mayor Mark Salinas 
Housing Policy & Resource Committee 
Hayward City Hall 
777 B Street 
Hayward, CA 94541 
 
 

Re: Agenda Item Number WS 25-034 on Prohibiting Smoking in Multi-Family Attached Housing 
 
 

Dear Mayor Salinas and members of the Housing Policy & Resource Committee, 
 
Americans for Nonsmokers’ Rights is writing to express our support for a 100% smokefree multi-unit 
housing ordinance to protect the health and safety of Hayward residents. Taking action on this 
important public health issue will help ensure everyone’s right to a smokefree living 
environment.  

Hayward has the opportunity to be a public health leader by protecting your residents from the harmful 
effects of secondhand tobacco and marijuana smoke by prohibiting smoking in all multi-unit residences, 
including apartments and condominiums. Smokefree multi-unit housing is a powerful way to have a 
broad, positive community impact by reducing secondhand exposure where people spend much of their 
time—especially children, elderly people, and people with disabilities—and can suffer from persistent 
levels of exposure.  

An effective ordinance includes a definition of smoking that is inclusive of cannabis and the use of 
vaping products, which is very important given that exposure to all types of secondhand smoke, and 
aerosol from vaping products, poses health risks to residents. Likewise, a comprehensive definition of 
smoking facilitates compliance because it is easier to understand, communicate, implement, and 
enforce a policy when all types of smoking and vaping are treated equally. 

In particular, 2025 survey results show that Hayward residents who live in multi-unit housing and 
experience drifting secondhand smoke, 55% are exposed to secondhand tobacco smoke and 59% are 
exposed to secondhand marijuana/cannabis smoke. This data confirms that Hayward should treat the 
smoking and vaping of tobacco and cannabis equally, given that your multi-unit residents are suffering 
from both types of exposure in their homes. 

Likewise, an effective ordinance should regulate smoking in both rental and owner-occupied properties, 
because drifting secondhand smoke does not discriminate based on whether residents rent or own their 
unit. Everyone living in multi-unit residences, regardless of their financial situation and ownership 
status, deserves to breathe smokefree air at home. 

Hayward would be in good company by joining more than 100 California cities and counties that 
have enacted laws restricting smoking in multi-unit housing. We hope Hayward will join your neighbors 
Berkeley, Emeryville, Albany, Alameda, and unincorporated Alameda County, in following the best 
practice language of requiring all multi-unit properties with 2 or more units to be 100% smokefree 
indoors—both rental units and condominium/owner-occupied units—including vaping and cannabis. 
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Action needs to be taken on this issue because secondhand smoke does not stay in the unit of a person 
who smokes. Secondhand smoke can drift through multi-unit buildings and enter common areas 
and units occupied by non-smokers, where it becomes a nuisance and health risk to other residents. 
Research shows that up to 65% of the air in an apartment unit can come from other units in the building, 
and that secondhand smoke drifts under doors, through windows, hallways, and ventilation ducts, and 
through gaps around outlets, pipes, fixtures, and walls. 

The 2024 U.S. Surgeon General's Report found that “tobacco-related health disparities are a social 
injustice, in addition to an economic and health burden” and that inequitable smokefree protections 
for people living in multi-unit housing contribute to disparities in exposure to secondhand tobacco 
smoke. The report also found that exposure to secondhand tobacco smoke remains disproportionately 
high among children, African Americans, families in lower income groups, and adults without college 
diplomas, and concluded that smokefree policies for multi-unit housing would reduce disparities 
in smokefree protections and reduce exposure to secondhand tobacco smoke. 

The U.S. Surgeon General has long confirmed that there is no risk-free level of exposure to 
secondhand smoke, and that exposure can have both short and long term health risks, especially for 
people with health conditions like asthma and other respiratory conditions, heart disease, and cancer. 
Studies show high rates of exposure to secondhand smoke in low-income multi-unit housing, and 
lower-income individuals are also more likely to have health conditions that are exacerbated by 
secondhand smoke. 

Taking action to adopt a local ordinance for smokefree multi-unit buildings creates a healthier living 
environment for all residents, including people who smoke and their families. It’s important to note that a 
smokefree building does not mean that people who smoke have to quit and it does not require people 
who smoke to move out. People simply need to go outdoors to appropriate areas to do so. 
 
All multi-unit residents in Hayward deserve a stable and healthy living environment, including 
the right to breathe smokefree air at home. 
 
Thank you for your leadership and desire to make Hayward the best place to live, work, and visit. 
Please feel free to contact me at 510-841-3045 if you have questions, comments, or feedback. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Cynthia Hallett, MPH 
President and CEO 

 
 

Americans for Nonsmokers’ Rights is a national, member-based, not-for-profit organization based in Berkeley, CA 
that is dedicated to helping nonsmokers breathe smokefree air since 1976. 
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Dear Hayward Smoke-Free Multi-Unit Housing Committee,

I am writing to formally bring to your attention an ongoing and extremely burdensome issue
with secondhand smoke exposure in my housing community on Craven Court. For over 15
years, my next-door neighbor has continuously smoked on their property, and because our
doors are only about six feet apart and our back patios are joined, this activity directly affects
my household in an unavoidable and harmful way.

The impact on my family has been severe:

Health Concerns: I have asthma and a heart condition, both of which are aggravated by
exposure to secondhand smoke. My children are also forced to inhale this harmful and
unpleasant cigarette odor, which raises serious concerns for their long-term health and well-
being.

Loss of Comfort and Use of My Home: During hot summer and spring days, I am unable to
open my doors or windows without cigarette smoke entering my home. This has made my
living environment suffocating and uncomfortable, depriving me and my family of fresh air
and peaceful enjoyment of our residence.

Violation of Law: As you are aware, Alameda County law prohibits smoking within 25 feet of
doors, windows, and common areas in multi-unit housing. This law has been consistently
broken for years by my neighbor, with no regard for the health and rights of surrounding
tenants.

This is not a minor inconvenience—it is a persistent violation that has become an
overwhelming burden. I believe there must be stronger enforcement, including fines and
penalties for violators, to ensure compliance with existing smoke-free housing laws. Without
proper enforcement, families like mine are left without protection, suffering year after year
from exposure to toxic and disgusting cigarette smoke.

After more than a decade of enduring this, I respectfully urge your committee to take
immediate action to address this violation and fully prohibit smoking in all multi-unit housing.
Such a measure would finally allow families like mine to live in peace and health within our
own homes.

Thank you for your time, attention, and commitment to protecting the health and well-being of
Hayward residents. I look forward to your response and to seeing these laws upheld for the
safety of my family and community.

Sincerely,
Daniel Martinez
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﻿ Dear Mayor Salinas, Mayor Pro Tempore Julie Roche, and Hayward City Council,

I am endorsing the following positions regarding a smoke-free multi-unit housing policy in Hayward:

SUPPORT protecting the health of Hayward multi-unit housing residents via an 100% smoke-free multi-unit
housing policy that includes:

Tobacco, vaping, and cannabis secondhand smoke
Inside multi-unit housing units, on exclusive use patios and balconies, and in indoor/outdoor common
areas
Rented and owned multi-unit housing

The 2023 Census data for Hayward shows the need for a comprehensive smoke-free multi-unit housing policy for
residents with 34% of the city’s households live in complexes with 2 or more housing units (not including mobile
homes).

In Hayward, no child, immune-compromised person, person with respiratory conditions or a family history of
cancer should be forced to endure smoke in their environment, especially not in their home. In fact, everyone has
a right to breathe clean air in their home.

The public health community’s stance is that “smoke is smoke”; both secondhand smoke from cannabis and
tobacco use are harmful and exposure should be prevented, especially in multi-unit housing where shared walls
facilitate drifting secondhand smoke and 65% of the air is shared between units. 

In addition, no amount of ventilation or filtering can eliminate the health risks of secondhand smoke either from
tobacco or cannabis.  The only known way to reduce the risks associated with secondhand smoke is with a
100% smokefree environment. This is affirmed by all leading health agencies, including the Office of the
Surgeon General. 

A comprehensive policy goes hand-in-hand with a robust implementation plan that includes both education and
enforcement. Landlords and Homeowners Associations already have the ability to pass smoke-free multi-unit
housing policies; they need the support of the City of Hayward to ensure residents comply with the policy as
eviction should not be the consequence for non-compliance.  The goal is to protect Hayward families from
continued secondhand smoke exposure, not housing instability.

We hope Hayward will join its neighbors, Berkeley, Emeryville, Albany, Alameda, and unincorporated Alameda
County, in protecting all multi-unit housing residents from smoking and vaping of cannabis and tobacco.
﻿
Thank you,
Howard B. Means
Hayward Multiunit Resident
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Hola Buenas tardes a todos y a todas, al Alacalde Salinas y Consejo 
Municipal,  

Es un gusto compartirles mi experiencia sobre el humo, cigarrillo o 
marihuana que involuntariamente mis vecinos o comunidad me 
hacen respirar el humo de segunda mano. Ya que se pega en la 
ropa, en los sillones. Desde el balcón, yo respiro lo que ellos 
consumen. Ya que se ingresa todo que del apartamento, de la sala 
al cuarto.  

Desde 2023 hasta 2025, no he hecho posible que pase tanto tiempo 
sin tomar la acción a esta ley. Ya que en todo momento afecta. 
Hasta en la calle quedó sin respiración. Ya que estas personas no 
respectan. Incluso, les parece gracioso tirar el humo cerca o en 
frente de la persona que está caminando. Cómo decir que mis 
pulmones me dañan, cómo decir que mi ropa queda impregnada de 
ese olor, cómo decir que mi garganta y mis ojos quedan afectados. 
Si continúa dejando fumar en viviendas multifamiliares, ya que 
afecta no solo a mi persona, sino a niños y mascotas. El humo de 
segunda mano que se filtra en el hogar es la queja mas común que 
reciben la Asociacion America del Pulmon, Americanos por los 
Derechos de No Fumar y el Programa de Control de Toabco del 
Departamento de Salud Publica del Condado de Alameda.  

Alcalde y Consejo Municipal, les pido que por favor poner una 
política de viviendas multifamiliares al 100% sin humo 

- Ana Pineda  

 



Hello, good afternoon to everyone, to Mayor Salinas and the City 
Council, 

It is a pleasure to share with you my experience regarding the 
smoke, whether from cigarettes or marijuana, that I am involuntarily 
forced to breathe due to my neighbors or the community. This 
secondhand smoke clings to my clothes and my furniture. From my 
balcony, I breathe in what they consume, and it all comes into the 
apartment, from the living room to the bedroom. 

From 2023 to 2025, I have not been able to go so long without taking 
action regarding this law. It affects me constantly. Even on the 
street, I have found myself breathless, as these individuals show no 
respect. Some even find it funny to blow smoke near or directly in 
front of someone who is walking by. How can I explain that my lungs 
are being harmed? That my clothes are soaked with the smell? That 
my throat and eyes are affected? 

If smoking continues to be allowed in multi-family housing, it won’t 
only affect me, it will also affect children and pets. Secondhand 
smoke seeping into homes is the most common complaint received 
by the American Lung Association, Americans for Nonsmokers’ 
Rights, and the Tobacco Control Program of the Alameda County 
Public Health Department. 

Mayor and City Council, I respectfully ask you to implement a 100% 
smoke-free policy in multi-family housing. 

-Ana Pineda 
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Good Afternoon, 

My name is Cesar Velazquez, and I am the Youth Prevention Specialist at Eden Youth. 

I wanted to reach out to you to provide you with some public comments from our Youth
Advisory Council which they have created for today’s Housing Policy and Resource Committee
Meeting on 9/18.

Attached you will find public comments from the following youth members:

Icela Velazquez

Shaivya Griddalur

Diana Mejia

Aero Regacho

Thank you,

Cesar V. 
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Cesar Velazquez Jr
Youth Prevention Specialist
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Open Doors. Open Arms.
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Public Comment Letter


To the Housing Policy and Resource Committee,


Hello, My name is Aero Regacho, and I live in Hayward. I serve as a board member of the Youth
Advisory Council, where I help represent the voices of youth within our community. I would like to share
my concerns and personal experiences related to a 100% Smoke Free Multi-Unit Housing Policy in
Hayward.


I have observed that residents in multi-unit housing our community can be exposed to second-hand
and third-hand smoke, which is incredibly harmful, especially for children, seniors, and people with
respiratory conditions. I often hear from my friends who live in apartments share these concerns.
Exposure to second and third-hand smoke is common, and has been shown to increase the risk of
disease and cancer.


By implementing a 100% smoke free unit housing policy in Hayward, it would prevent many illnesses,
and would drastically improve the public health, safety, and quality of life for all people in Hayward.


To reflect, I believe in implementing a 100% smoke-free multi-unit housing policy in Hayward, and I
want to see the Mayor and Housing Policy and Resource Committee take part in the initiative. It would
help protect the health of all residents and create a safer, healthier environment for all in the
community.


Sincerely,


Aero Regacho
YAC Editor








Public Comment Letter


To the Housing Policy and Resource Committee


Hello, my name is Diana Mejia! I am currently a junior at Leadership High School in Hayward. I’m an
active member of the National Honor Society and serve as the secretary for the Youth Advisory
Council, where I’ve been involved recently. I would like to raise concerns and share information
regarding the importance of a 100% Smoke-Free Multi-Unit Housing Policy in Hayward, as well as the
impact that secondhand smoke has on the health and well-being of our community.


I wanted to submit a comment because I have seen and heard of many of my peers smoking at school,
which makes me more aware of how secondhand and thirdhand smoke can spread and affect others.
This is why I believe smoke-free housing is important, to protect families, especially children, from
being exposed in their own homes.


Secondhand and thirdhand smoke can linger in the air and on surfaces, putting families, especially
children and the elderly, at risk for serious health problems. A 100% smoke-free multi-unit housing
policy would help protect residents from unwanted exposure in their own homes. Creating healthier
living spaces strengthens our whole community.


To reflect, I strongly encourage the Mayor and City Council to pass a 100% Smoke-Free Multi-Housing
Unit policy with no exceptions, ensuring that all residents are equally protected from the dangers of
secondhand and thirdhand smoke in their homes.


Sincerely,


Diana Mejia
YAC Secretary








September 18, 2025


Public Comment Letter


To the Housing Policy and Resource Committee,


My name is Shaivya Griddalur. I'm currently in 12th grade in High School and I have been a part of the
Youth Advisory Council for over three years, and I am the current Vice-president.


I am here to encourage you to enact legislature of a 100% Smoke-Free Multi-Unit Housing policy in
Hayward and the impact of Second and Thirdhand Smoke on the community. I wanted to submit a
public comment because I have personally witnessed how secondhand smoke travels in apartments,
and I know how negative the consequences can be for individuals who don’t even smoke.


A 100% SFMUH policy and reducing secondhand and thirdhand smoke is beneficial to the city, as the
smoke can cause serious problems like asthma and heart disease to people who don’t even smoke.
The reduced smoke would not only improve health, but it would reduce medical costs for the city
making Hayward a much healthier and cleaner place to live.


To reflect, this policy would help make Hayward cleaner, safer, and much more welcoming.


Sincerely,


Shaivya Griddalur
Vice-President, Youth Advisory Council
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Public Comment Letter


To the Housing Policy and Resource Committee,


Hi! My name is Icela Velazquez, I go to Mt. Eden High School and I’m currently in 11th grade. I live
here in Hayward and I am the president of the Youth Advisory Council.


I would like to raise concerns about a problem in which I think affects all of us. It is well known that
Hayward has yet to implement Smoke Free Multi-Unit Housing policy. It is critical that these policies
cover nicotine, or cannabis use that may be used within residential areas.


As we know, secondhand marijuana smoke also contains the same cancer-causing substances and
toxic chemicals as secondhand tobacco smoke, putting residents at the same risk that comes from
first-hand smoking.


This is important to me because as a teenager who goes to a public high school here in Hayward, I
have definitely seen an increase in underage smoking which includes mostly both cannabis and vapes.
Seeing how these substances are so easily used and accepted into our society knowing that there is so
many outcomes that come from usage makes me empathize more on the matter of Smoke Free Multi
Unit housing including Tobacco and Nicotine because it’s important we prioritize the health and safety
of citizens and decrease their amount of exposure to harmful chemicals.


Additionally, in Hayward, 6.7% of adults smoke, which is the 4th highest city in Alameda County. This
percentage could increase if we don’t address the root causes of these issues. Adopting a 100%
Smoke Free Multi Unit Housing would greatly benefit us as a community because we could reduce
residents’ exposure to harmful chemicals which could cause asthma, heart disease, and cancer.


Not only that, but adapting a housing policy would also greatly benefit property values which protects
both the environment, benefits the landlord, and keeps dwellings up to date.


In conclusion, establishing a 100% Smoke Free Multi Unit Housing which involves Nicotine and
Cannabis would have a very positive impact on our community and would improve the livelihood and
wellbeing of residents’ lives, which is something all cities want for their communities, and something we
could accomplish by prioritizing the health of all people.


Sincerely,


Icela Velazquez
YAC President









Buenas Tardes Sr. Alcade, Salinas, señores de consejo Municipal,  

Me presento este día, como residente de la comunidad de Hayward 
y como miembro de EDEN y de MUA. Como ustedes Saben 
asociaciones que nos apoyan. 

Me gustaría presentar mi comentrio con respecto ala política de 
viviendas multifamiliares y complejos de departamentos que están 
pasando por la horrorosa situación de este enemigo silencioso para 
la salud de los niños, los ancianos, los adultos, y las mascotas, que 
viven en estos tipos de viviendas. Y añadir que no solo es el humo 
de cigarrillos, sino también el humo de la marihuana y el vapeo. 
Afectan en gran manera, y nuestras comunidades están sufriendo 
las consecuencias de esta práctica, tan por judiciales para todas 
inclusiva hasta para el fumador. Tenemos muchos problemas 
respiratorios en nuestra comunidad, y yo como parte de ella, me 
hago invitado a los talleres que el Eden imparta para la comunidad. 
Y es un tema que hoy y que necesita respuesta de su parte. Para el 
dano a longo y corto plazo para nuestros vecinos resiéntales de 
todo Hayward.  

Por eso, señor alcalde Salina y Consejo Municipal. Pedimos que la 
política y la ley o resolución que también se enfoque sea integral y 
que incluya completos de apartamentos, y multi familiares sean 
libres 100% de humo, incluyendo las áreas comunes, interiores, y 
exteriores.  

Y así, crear comunidades, libres del flagelo de humo de segunda 
mano.  

Agradecemos su tiempo, su disposición y su prontitud para todos 
que vivimos en esta bella comunidad de Hayward. Gracias!  



Good afternoon, Mayor Salinas and members of the City Council, 

I come before you today as a resident of the Hayward community 
and as a member of EDEN and MUA — as you know, organizations 
that support us. 

I would like to share my comment regarding the policy on multi-
family housing and apartment complexes that are going through a 
horrible situation caused by this silent enemy to the health of 
children, the elderly, adults, and even pets who live in these types of 
housing. I would also like to add that it’s not just cigarette smoke, 
but also marijuana smoke and vaping. These greatly affect us, and 
our communities are suffering the consequences of this harmful 
practice, even for the smokers themselves. 

We have many respiratory problems in our community, and as part 
of this community, I participate in the workshops that Eden offers. 
This is a topic that demands attention today and a response from 
you, because of the short- and long-term harm it causes to our 
neighbors and residents throughout Hayward. 

That is why, Mayor Salinas and City Council, we ask that the policy, 
law, or resolution also be comprehensive,  and that it include 
apartment complexes and multi-family housing as 100% smoke-
free, including all common areas, both indoors and outdoors. 

This way, we can build communities free from the impact of 
secondhand smoke. 

We thank you for your time, your willingness, and your prompt 
attention to all of us who live in this beautiful community of 
Hayward. Thank you! 

 



Lo importante que es la comunidad libre de humo es muy 
importante tener un ambiente limpio  
 
 
Respirar un ahire limpio cuando tenemos a alguien serca de 
uno que fuma es como si uno lo hiciera como decimos umo 
de segunda mano o tener un vecino es algo peor y malo para 
la salud y más para una persona de edad avanzada o un 
menor de edad pues sus pulmones tienen menos defensas 
y los ancianos sus órganos débiles y cansados y también su 
holor muy feo Deberían haber una ley que prohíba este tipo 
de contaminación o ya la hay que se respete por una 
comunidad limpia de humo, lo merecemos  
        
 
Francisca Cortez  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The importance of a smoke-free community is very 
important, having a clean environment matters. 

Breathing clean air when someone nearby is smoking is like 
doing it yourself, as we say, secondhand smoke. Or having a 
neighbor who smokes is even worse and harmful to your 
health, especially for an elderly person or a child, since their 
lungs have less defense, and older people have weak and 
tired organs. The smell is also very unpleasant. 

There should be a law that prohibits this kind of pollution, or 
if one already exists, it should be enforced,  for a smoke-free 
community. We deserve it. 

— Francisca Cortez 

 



Buenas tardes, mi nombre es Gladys Rodríguez, soy 
residente de Hayward, y soy una persona retirada.  

Yo he venido hoy a respaldar a la política de viendas de 
unidades múltiples 100% libres de humo en Hayward y el 
impacto de el humo de segunda mano.  

Antes, he vivido en apartamentos por 19 anos en Hayward. 
Nos molestaba el humo cuando unos salían a fumar fuera 
de los apartamentos que nos afectaba a mí y a mis niños.  

De 2020 a 2025, Hayward recibió una calificación de “F” en 
vivienda libre de humo. Fue la única ciudad del condado 
de Alameda con esta calificación.Yo siento que Hayward 
debe tomar acción sobre esta política para que la salud de 
los residentes no se haga peor con respecto a la salud 
pulmonar.  

En conclusión, Señor alcalde y el consejo municipal, 
gustaría yo que aprueben una política de viviendas de 
unidades múltiples 100% de humo. Gustaría que consideren 
una política que no tenga exenciones para unidades 
alquiladas o propias y que sean equitativo y justo para la 
comunidad a la que sirve 

 

 

 



Good afternoon, my name is Gladys Rodríguez. I am a 
resident of Hayward and a retired person. 
 

I am here today to support the policy of 100% smoke-free 
multi-unit housing in Hayward and to speak about the 
impact of secondhand smoke. 
 

Previously, I lived in apartments in Hayward for 19 years. We 
were bothered by the smoke when some people would go 
outside to smoke near the apartments, as it affected me and 
my children. 
 

From 2020 to 2025, Hayward received an “F” grade for 
smoke-free housing. It was the only city in Alameda County 
with this grade. I believe Hayward should take action on this 
policy so that residents' health, especially lung health, so it 
does not continue to worsen. 

In conclusion, Mr. Mayor and City Council, I would like you 
to approve a policy for 100% smoke-free multi-unit housing. 
I also ask that you consider a policy with no exemptions, 
whether the units are rented or owned, and that it be fair and 
equitable for the community it serves. 



 
 

Al Comité de Políticas y Recursos de Vivienda  

El Humo de segunda mano para mi en lo 
personal se que causa problemas de salud en 

general, causa cáncer, y asma a niños y 
adultos, también afecta a personas que 

tienen enfermedades crónicos. El humo de 
segunda mano afecta cuando están fumando 

cerca o lejos. Si quieres dejar de fumar hay 
que buscar ayuda profesional. 

Gracias, 

Martha Cuellar 

—-------------------------------------------------------
------------------- 

To the Housing Policy and Resources 
Committee, 

Secondhand smoke, for me personally, 
causes general health problems, causes 

cancer, and asthma in children and adults. It 
also affects people with chronic illnesses. 

Secondhand smoke affects people who 
smoke nearby or far away. If you want to quit 
smoking, you should seek professional help. 

Thank you, 

Martha Cuellar 

 



September 18, 2025

Public Comment Letter

To the Housing Policy and Resource Committee,

Hi! My name is Icela Velazquez, I go to Mt. Eden High School and I’m currently in 11th grade. I live
here in Hayward and I am the president of the Youth Advisory Council.

I would like to raise concerns about a problem in which I think affects all of us. It is well known that
Hayward has yet to implement Smoke Free Multi-Unit Housing policy. It is critical that these policies
cover nicotine, or cannabis use that may be used within residential areas.

As we know, secondhand marijuana smoke also contains the same cancer-causing substances and
toxic chemicals as secondhand tobacco smoke, putting residents at the same risk that comes from
first-hand smoking.

This is important to me because as a teenager who goes to a public high school here in Hayward, I
have definitely seen an increase in underage smoking which includes mostly both cannabis and vapes.
Seeing how these substances are so easily used and accepted into our society knowing that there is so
many outcomes that come from usage makes me empathize more on the matter of Smoke Free Multi
Unit housing including Tobacco and Nicotine because it’s important we prioritize the health and safety
of citizens and decrease their amount of exposure to harmful chemicals.

Additionally, in Hayward, 6.7% of adults smoke, which is the 4th highest city in Alameda County. This
percentage could increase if we don’t address the root causes of these issues. Adopting a 100%
Smoke Free Multi Unit Housing would greatly benefit us as a community because we could reduce
residents’ exposure to harmful chemicals which could cause asthma, heart disease, and cancer.

Not only that, but adapting a housing policy would also greatly benefit property values which protects
both the environment, benefits the landlord, and keeps dwellings up to date.

In conclusion, establishing a 100% Smoke Free Multi Unit Housing which involves Nicotine and
Cannabis would have a very positive impact on our community and would improve the livelihood and
wellbeing of residents’ lives, which is something all cities want for their communities, and something we
could accomplish by prioritizing the health of all people.

Sincerely,

Icela Velazquez
YAC President



Public Comment Letter

To the Housing Policy and Resource Committee,

Hello, My name is Aero Regacho, and I live in Hayward. I serve as a board member of the Youth
Advisory Council, where I help represent the voices of youth within our community. I would like to share
my concerns and personal experiences related to a 100% Smoke Free Multi-Unit Housing Policy in
Hayward.

I have observed that residents in multi-unit housing our community can be exposed to second-hand
and third-hand smoke, which is incredibly harmful, especially for children, seniors, and people with
respiratory conditions. I often hear from my friends who live in apartments share these concerns.
Exposure to second and third-hand smoke is common, and has been shown to increase the risk of
disease and cancer.

By implementing a 100% smoke free unit housing policy in Hayward, it would prevent many illnesses,
and would drastically improve the public health, safety, and quality of life for all people in Hayward.

To reflect, I believe in implementing a 100% smoke-free multi-unit housing policy in Hayward, and I
want to see the Mayor and Housing Policy and Resource Committee take part in the initiative. It would
help protect the health of all residents and create a safer, healthier environment for all in the
community.

Sincerely,

Aero Regacho
YAC Editor



Public Comment Letter

To the Housing Policy and Resource Committee

Hello, my name is Diana Mejia! I am currently a junior at Leadership High School in Hayward. I’m an
active member of the National Honor Society and serve as the secretary for the Youth Advisory
Council, where I’ve been involved recently. I would like to raise concerns and share information
regarding the importance of a 100% Smoke-Free Multi-Unit Housing Policy in Hayward, as well as the
impact that secondhand smoke has on the health and well-being of our community.

I wanted to submit a comment because I have seen and heard of many of my peers smoking at school,
which makes me more aware of how secondhand and thirdhand smoke can spread and affect others.
This is why I believe smoke-free housing is important, to protect families, especially children, from
being exposed in their own homes.

Secondhand and thirdhand smoke can linger in the air and on surfaces, putting families, especially
children and the elderly, at risk for serious health problems. A 100% smoke-free multi-unit housing
policy would help protect residents from unwanted exposure in their own homes. Creating healthier
living spaces strengthens our whole community.

To reflect, I strongly encourage the Mayor and City Council to pass a 100% Smoke-Free Multi-Housing
Unit policy with no exceptions, ensuring that all residents are equally protected from the dangers of
secondhand and thirdhand smoke in their homes.

Sincerely,

Diana Mejia
YAC Secretary



September 18, 2025

Public Comment Letter

To the Housing Policy and Resource Committee,

My name is Shaivya Griddalur. I'm currently in 12th grade in High School and I have been a part of the
Youth Advisory Council for over three years, and I am the current Vice-president.

I am here to encourage you to enact legislature of a 100% Smoke-Free Multi-Unit Housing policy in
Hayward and the impact of Second and Thirdhand Smoke on the community. I wanted to submit a
public comment because I have personally witnessed how secondhand smoke travels in apartments,
and I know how negative the consequences can be for individuals who don’t even smoke.

A 100% SFMUH policy and reducing secondhand and thirdhand smoke is beneficial to the city, as the
smoke can cause serious problems like asthma and heart disease to people who don’t even smoke.
The reduced smoke would not only improve health, but it would reduce medical costs for the city
making Hayward a much healthier and cleaner place to live.

To reflect, this policy would help make Hayward cleaner, safer, and much more welcoming.

Sincerely,

Shaivya Griddalur
Vice-President, Youth Advisory Council



Mi nombre es Reina Mejía, como habitante de Hayward, me 
preocupa el humo del cigarrillo dentro de apartamentos 
porque es muy perjudicial para niños, adultos y ancianos, 
etc. Tengo tres niñas de 13, 9 y 5 años. En temporada de 
calor yo abro ventanas y el humo se filtra en el aire y entra y 
se penetra en la ropa este humo y pulmones. Se necesita 
que establezcan una ley que prohíba fumar en lugares 
donde hay personas cercanas. Esperando que se pueda 
tener respuesta que nos importa a muchas de nuestras 
habitantes.  

 

 

 

 

My name is Reina Mejía. As a resident of Hayward, I am 
concerned about cigarette smoke inside apartments 
because it is very harmful to children, adults, and the elderly 
etc. I have three daughters, ages 13, 9, and 5. During the hot 
season, I open the windows, and the smoke filters through 
the air, enters, and clings to clothing and lungs. There needs 
to be a law that prohibits smoking in places where people 
are nearby. I hope we can receive a response, as this 
matters to many of us residents. 
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