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December 15, 2016 
Re: Public Comment on Maple and Main Project 
 

Written Statement in Lieu of Appearance 
 
Dear Esteemed Members of the Planning Commission,  
 
My name is Rachel Zargar, a resident and homeowner of the Prospect Hill Neighborhood. Due to work 
obligations I am unable to attend tonight’s meeting, however I find it very important to provide my 
opinion with regard to the Maple and Main Project as it is in direct contrast with the Prospect Hill 
Neighborhood Association. Although the Association claims to represent the views of the Prospect Hill 
Neighborhood, it does not represent the views of all of us.  
 
I personally have become intimately familiar with the area surrounding our neighborhood. Every 
morning I run with my dogs around Prospect Hill, from Foothill to downtown and back. I frequently 
submit reports to Access Hayward regarding the trash, drug paraphernalia, broken shopping carts, 
mattresses, and other debris associated with urban blight and abandoned property. The perimeter of 
the former Mervyn’s headquarters is a common location that I have noted in my reports.  
 
It is timely to note that the Mervyn’s headquarters could be a significant source of liability for the city. 
From my own observations, there are many people residing in the premises, despite attempts to make 
them vacate every so often.  
 
The Association names several concerns with the Maple and Main project. I can recall a few off of the 
top of my head but I find them to be trivial; an impediment to progress and the overall betterment of 
our city. For example, I recall that the Association is concerned with the number of levels and the 
potential for blocking residents’ view. I am still uncertain as to what view they are talking about and I 
direct the Commission to consider the “Hayward Professional Building,” located at McKeever Ave. and 
Maple Ct., which is 5 stories tall.  
 
Unlike my neighbors, I believe that the development will be a revitalization of the area and bring 
economic advancement to our city. Ever since my husband and I moved to Hayward this past year, we 
have focused on volunteering our time to better the city. I serve on the Community Services Commission 
while my husband is a member of the Keep Hayward Clean and Green Task Force. We promote Hayward 
to our friends, also young professionals who are looking to buy homes.  
 
We see the new development as a way to clean up the area, make it safer, and bring in new residents to 
love Hayward as much as we do.  
 
Many thanks for allowing me to provide my opinion on the project. I greatly look forward to its progress.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Rachel Zargar  
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