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AGENDA QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
MEETING DATE: April 18, 2017

Item 3 - Requested by CM Lamnin: Community Agency Funding

Response from Director of Libraries and Community Services Sean
Reinhart :

3) Community Agency Funding

For Agenda Item 3, what is the total amount of CDBG funding estimated to
be available for FY18?

Do we contract the minor home repairs to Rebuilding Together (and
perhaps another agency)? If so, why don’t they apply directly through the
regular process? If our contract with them is a separate program, does it
utilize CDBG funding? Similarly, is our literacy program a contract or
provided internally by City Staff? If contracted, same questions apply.

Where can we access the applications?

It is difficult to project the FY 2018 estimated CDBG funding for several
reasons, including the Trump Administration’s recent proposal to eliminate
the CDBG program entirely. It remains to be seen what Congress will do with
that proposal during its budget deliberations. At this time the working estimate
in FY 2018, with a lot of caveats affixed, is roughly equivalent to FY 2017 at
$1.45 million.

The City works with multiple subcontractors to perform the actual construction
work on homes owned by Hayward residents in the Housing Rehabilitation
Program. Rebuilding Together is one of the program subcontractors who
handles minor “handyman” type projects. The Housing Rehabilitation
Program and program subcontractors are funded with CDBG. The City’s
Literacy program uses a combination of regular City staff and some
subcontractors. The Literacy program is partially funded with CDBG.

The applications are accessible electronically through the CityDataServices
application processing and evaluation system. The system requires individual
account logins to access. The applications contain proprietary information
submitted by applicant agencies in the context of a competitive grant
application process. For these reasons the full applications are generally
viewed only by staff and the Community Services Commission in the course
of performing the evaluations. If there is a specific application or applications
about which there are questions, staff is happy to retrieve the requested
information from the system.
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Letters from Third Graders Submitted by Ms. Irazema Guerrero
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Assembly Democrat stripped of committee chairmanship after voting against gas tax increase

By Alexei Koseff | Sacramento Bee | April 18,2017

Nearly two weeks after breaking with fellow
Democrats to vote against a bill raising
California fuel taxes, Assemblyman Rudy Salas
of Bakersfield has lost the chairmanship of a
prime legislative committee.

On Monday, Assembly Speaker Anthony
Rendon announced that he had removed Salas
from his position heading the politically lucrative
Assembly Business and Professions Committee,
which handles consumer regulations,
occupational licensing and product labeling bills.

Assemblyman Evan Low, D-Campbell, will take
over as the committee chair, while
Assemblywoman Jacqui Irwin, D-Thousand
Oaks, will get Salas’ vacancy. Salas was moved
to the Assembly Rules Committee, which
assigns bills to relevant policy committees and
makes other decisions to administer the house.

Rendon, who called Salas “a very good friend of
mine, a longtime friend of mine, a very valuable
member of our caucus,” did not directly address
the connection between Salas’ vote and the
committee changes.

“We've had a lot of success and | wanted to
make sure we continue to have success,”
Rendon said. “Obviously, it's my prerogative to
make changes from time to time.”

Salas, one of the more centrist Democrats in the
Assembly, was the sole member of his caucus
to vote against Senate Bill 1, which will increase
the gas tax and add a new vehicle registration

fee to pay for road repairs, public transit and
other projects. His defection momentarily
caused chaos in the chamber, as the measure
stalled short of passage and colleagues rushed
to convince several wavering members to vote
for the plan without Salas.

Discussing his vote publicly for the first time,
Salas said in an interview that he opposed SB 1
because of a campaign promise that he would
not support any new taxes unless they went
before voters for approval.

“Mr. Speaker respected my commitment to my
families and I told him I'd respect his decision,”
said Salas, who shared a hug with Rendon on
the Assembly floor Monday. “| can deal with
someone being upset. I'm more worried about
what the families in my district will have to
endure now.”

Punishment is not uncommon for legislators who
cross their party leadership. Former
Assemblywoman Nicole Parra, D-Hanford, was
famously booted to an office across the street
from the Capitol after abstaining on a budget
vote in 2008. In 2011, then-Assemblyman
Anthony Portantino of La Caiada Flintridge
accused the then-speaker of slashing his office
funding for being the lone Democratic holdout on
the budget.

So far, Sen. Steve Glazer of Orinda, the sole
Democrat to vote against SB 1 in the Senate,
has avoided similar retribution from Senate
President Pro Tem Kevin de Leén.

Editor’s note: This post was updated at 2:50 p.m. April 17, 2017 to add comment from Speaker Anthony
Rendon. This post was updated at 3:58 p.m. to add comment from Assemblyman Rudy Salas.
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