
April 29, 2019 

Hayward City Council 
777 B Street 
Hayward, California 94541 

Dear Mayor Hallidy and esteemed Council members: 

This letter and attached exhibits are in response to the Staff Report and corresponding Resolution 
regarding Vista Development Enterprises.  This information was provided directly to the Hayward City 
Attorney’s office on March 26th but appears to have been inadvertently omitted from the Staff Report 
[Letter to City Attorney attached as Exhibit A]. 

Background 

Igor Goldenberg (“Mr. Goldenberg”) hired MM Consulting Services (“MM Consulting”) in February of 
2017 to help Mr. Goldenberg apply for and receive permits and licenses in the cannabis industry 
[Consulting Agreement attached as Exhibit B].  MM Consulting was owned and operated by Arkadiy 
Salko (“Mr. Salko”) [Filing Receipt for MM Consulting attached as Exhibit C]. 

In March of 2017, MM Consulting helped to set up the corporation Vista Development Enterprises 
(“Vista”) for Mr. Goldenberg [Articles of Incorporation attached as Exhibit D].  As Mr. Goldenberg did not 
have a business address, the corporate address for the business was temporarily listed as 1715 
Greenhills Ct. in Lafayette, CA, the home address for Mr. Salko.   

Shortly thereafter, Mr. Goldenberg signed a lease for 2376 Davis Avenue in Hayward, CA as the new 
business address for Vista.  On June 2, 2017, Vista filed a Statement of Information with the California 
Secretary of State indicating that the corporate address had been changed to 2376 Davis Street, 
Hayward, CA [Statement of Information attached as Exhibit E] 

MM Consulting has been a consultant with Vista throughout the application process.  Neither MM 
Consulting nor Mr. Salko have ever owned any part of Vista, they have never been an office or director 
of Vista, and have never had any financial interest in Vista.  Therefore, under Hayward Municipal Code 
section 6-14-12, Vista was not requested to provide any information about either MM Consulting of Mr. 
Salko.   

If Hayward had asked for information about consultants hired to assist with the process, Vista would 
have gladly provided information about both MM Consulting and Mr. Salko, as contrary to assertions of 
the City Manager, Mr. Salko does not have a single criminal issue that could have posed a problem for 
this application.  Mr. Salko has never been convicted of any crime or had any other issue that would 
have disqualified a cannabis permit applicant. 

ATTACHMENT VI



Mr. Salko was arrested for a cannabis offense in January of 2019.  However, as we know, an individual is 
innocent until proven guilty, and an arrest by itself cannot be treated as a conviction.  Regardless, as 
soon as Vista discovered the arrest, it terminated its consulting contract with MM Consulting pending a 
successful resolution of the case (Termination Letter attached as Exhibit F).  There is absolutely nothing 
Vista could or should have done differently in handling this matter. 

Issues Raised by the Staff Report 

The Staff Report states that an application will be rejected if any of the follow conditions listed below 
are found to be true.  As will be explained, none apply to this case. 

(1) The application is found to contain material misstatements or omissions; 

Vista was not asked to provide a list of consultants it was using.  Mr. Salko never owned any part of 
Vista, was never an officer or director of Vista, and never had a financial interest in Vista.  Therefore, 
Vista did not make any misstatements or omissions in its application by not listing MM Consulting or Mr. 
Salko. 

(2) The applicant is determined to be ineligible or prohibited from obtaining a state cannabis license 
pursuant to state law; 

This does not apply to Vista 

(3) The applicant, or any of its officers, directors, or owners is found to have been convicted of any 
of the following offenses: A violent felony conviction, as specified in subdivision (c) of Section 
667.5 of the Penal Code; A serious felony conviction, as specified in subdivision (c) of Section 
1192.7 of the Penal Code; A felony conviction involving fraud, deceit, or embezzlement; A felony 
conviction for hiring, employing, or using a minor in transporting, carrying, selling, giving away, 
preparing for sale, or peddling, any controlled substance to a minor; or selling, offering to sell, 
furnishing, offering to furnish, administering, or giving any controlled substance to a minor; A 
felony conviction for drug trafficking with enhancements pursuant to Section 11370.4 or 
11379.8 of the Health and Safety Code; 

Mr. Salko is not an officer, director, or owner of Vista.  Even if he was, Mr. Salko has not been convicted 
of anything.  Even if Mr. Salko was convicted with every crime he was charged with, it still would not be 
relevant under this section as Mr. Salko is not charged with violating any crime listed in this section 
above. 

(4) The applicant, or any of its officers, directors, or owners, has been subject to fines, penalties, or 
otherwise been sanctioned for cultivation or production of a controlled substance on public or 
private lands pursuant to Section 12025 or 12025.1 of the Fish and Game Code; or 

This section does not apply. 

(5) The applicant, or any of its officers, directors, or owners, has been sanctioned by a state 
licensing authority or a city, county, or city and county for unauthorized commercial cannabis 
activities. 

Mr. Salko is not an officer, director, or owner of Vista.  Even if he was, Mr. Salko has not been 
sanctioned for anything. 



(6) The City Attorney argues that Mr. Salko’s involvement with Vista was not disclosed.  If it had 
been disclosed Mr. Salko’s prior history of illegal cultivation would have prevented staff from 
recommending Vista for approval. 

Mr. Salko’s involvement with Vista was as a consultant and as such was not required to be disclosed.  If 
it had been disclosed it would have been irrelevant as Mr. Salko has no history of illegal cannabis 
cultivation.  Even if he did have a history of illegal cannabis cultivation it would still be irrelevant as Mr. 
Salko was never an owner, officer, or financially interested party with Vista. 

Conclusion 

Igor Goldenberg has done nothing wrong.  Mr. Goldenberg hired a consultant to assist him to form a 
Corporation (Vista) and obtain a cannabis permit.  When Mr. Goldenberg learned that there was a 
chance that the consultant had done something wrong, the consulting contract was immediately 
terminated.  Regardless of whether Mr. Salko has violated the law or not, it is clear that Mr. Goldenberg 
and Vista have done nothing that would warrant the rescinding of their commercial cannabis 
distribution permit.  We respectfully request that the City Council vote against the proposed resolution. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Scot Candell 

Attorney for Vista Development Enterprises, Inc. 

 



 

Exhibit A  



From: I G
To: Micheal.Lawson@hayward-ca.gov
Cc: candell@candell-law.com
Subject: Vista Development Enterprises
Date: Tuesday, March 26, 2019 12:03:39 PM
Attachments: Consulting Agreement ES.PDF

MM Termination Letter Feb 4th 2019
Articles of Incorporation for Vista.pdf
Statement of Information for Vista.pdf

 Dear Mr. Lawson,

I was informed by our attorney Scot Candell that the City had concerns about the relationship
between Arkadiy (Erik) Salko and Vista Development Enterprises, Inc.  I hope to correct any
misunderstandings the City may have.

I hired Mr. Salko as a consultant in 2017 to set up the corporate entity (Vista Development
Enterprise, Inc) and assist in obtaining local cannabis permits and state cannabis licenses.  

When I learned of Mr. Salko's arrest, I immediately terminated his contract with Vista.  

Mr. Salko has never been an owner, officer, or had any role with Vista other than as a
consultant. 

 

I am attaching a copy of the consulting agreement I have signed retaining Mr. Salko's
consulting company MM Consulting Services, the Articles of Incorporation filed shortly
thereafter which temporarily used his address as a placeholder until I had a business address
for Vista, the Statement of Information filed 3 months later changing the corporation’s address
to our new corporate headquarters, and the termination letter served on Mr. Salko in early
February of this year.   If you have any questions please do not hesitate to ask.  

Vista has continued to act responsibly throughout this entire process, and I look forward to
moving forward with our permit application as expeditiously as possible.

 

Sincerely,

Igor Goldenberg

CEO of Vista Development Enterprises, Inc.

mailto:igold2311@outlook.com
mailto:Micheal.Lawson@hayward-ca.gov
mailto:candell@candell-law.com
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