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towards the west, I will see a massive wall of stucco spanning 96 feet in length and 44 feet 11 inches in height with a total of 23 
glass windows and/or doors on just the east side of the structure! Nearly the entire parcel will be graded due to the very large 
footprint of the proposed structure. This is definitely not consistent with the size, scale, and appearance of the existing 
neighborhood! 
 
The existing neighborhood has winding roads with abundant changes in elevation. Many of the roads, including Home Avenue 
and Hillcrest Avenue, are narrow, one way streets. We don't have manicured lawns, but rather more of a natural look and with 
native vegetation. The California poppies are just starting to bloom! In the evenings, there are deer and foxes roaming the 
grassy hillsides. There are flocks of wild turkeys living here and walking in the roads. We definitely have a semi-rural look and 
feel to the neighborhood. Most of the homes are older and smaller with quaint appearances. The homes were built gradually 
over the decades, and some of the newer ones are stucco with tile roofs. But none have such a massive look and feel with 96 
continuous linear feet on a side and nearly 60 separate windows and doors! The neighbors on Home Avenue will be looking up 
at a four story structure, while the neighbors on the sides will be looking a the 96' long by 44' 11" walls. Additionally, the ADU is 
not in keeping with the spirit of the law. The law was intended to provide affordable housing. This proposed ADU has a two car 
garage with cedar garage doors, a paver driveway, stone cladding, and a large deck. The architecture, finishes, and landscaping 
of the ADU will almost certainly make it a pricey rental unit. 
 
As a resident of this neighborhood, I, for one, am not wealthy. I moved here for the quiet, green, open feel and the gorgeous 
view of the San Francisco Bay. If the construction at 2579 Home Avenue is allowed to proceed as proposed, a big part of what I 
moved here for will be gone forever. I can't afford to move to a more expensive neighborhood. Please allow me and my 
neighbors to continue to enjoy what we moved here for. 
 
I sincerely hope you take our concerns into consideration before you allow wealthy investors to change the nature of our 
neighborhood and degrade our quality of life. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sara Ellen Daniel 
 
2652 Hillcrest Ave 
Hayward, CA 94542 
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Policies B1 and B2 of the Hayward Highlands Neighborhood Plan are also germane. Policy B1 states: “Allow only 
new development and improvements which respects the existing semi‐rural character, especially in the Old 
Highlands . . . neighborhoods.” 
  
And B2 states: “Allow only infill development which is respectful of natural features including steeply sloped 
hillsides, creeks, and riparian corridors.”  B.2.1 goes on to say: “Allow only new construction which features 
stepped‐back building envelopes on sloped areas and minimal onsite grading . . .”  This construction does not 
follow the guideline/commitment that the City and neighborhood agreed upon when developing the Hayward 
Highlands Neighborhood Plan. 
  
Regarding ADUs, they are a subterfuge for unilaterally changing neighborhood zoning by permitting anyone with 
enough space, money, and greed to build a second house on a lot zoned for a single family, low density project. 
ADUs target the very neighborhoods that value traditional spacing and development because of their larger lot 
sizes.  However, in point of fact, the ADU ordinance also has an appropriate limitation on this construction when it 
states: “Assessory Dwelling Units proposed to be attached from the primary residence shall comply with the 
development standards set forth by the underlying zoning, for the primary structure including . . . architectural 
compatibility” 
  
I also object to the form of the “Notice of receipt of Application” as it seems to intentionally downplay the size and 
scope of the project by understating it architecture through the elevation selected to picture on the notice, down‐
sizes the building by describing only inhabitable square feet in  lieu of actual gross square footage, and by providing 
a very limited timeline for response. This notice needs to be resent with honesty and transparency in mind. 
  
I respectfully request that this application be summarily denied and the current lot owner be advised and copied 
the neighborhood plan so that future potential buyers of the property can be informed of the policies and 
agreements which are in place to limit housing construction to  size, scale, and appearance that reflect the 
neighborhood values and culture. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Robert Carlson 
2562 Home Ave 
Hayward, CA 94542 
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